
INDEPENDENT FEASIB IL ITY STUDY
PUBLISHED SEPTEMBER 2017

THE PROPOSED AREA MEETS THE THREE 
CONDIT IONS FOR NATIONAL PARK STATUS 
REQUIRED BY SCOTTISH LEGISLATION:
 
• OUTSTANDING NATIONAL IMPORTANCE;  
• DISTINCT CHARACTER AND COHESION;  AND 
• SPECIAL NEEDS THAT NATIONAL PARK 

STATUS CAN ADDRESS



  D E S I G N A T I O N  W O U L D  S T R E N G T H E N  
T H E  E C O N O M Y  W I T H I N  T H E  S C O T T I S H  
B O R D E R S  N A T I O N A L  P A R K  A N D  O F  T H E  
W I D E R  A R E A  S U R R O U N D I N G  I T ,  
E N C O U R A G I N G  T O U R I S M  A N D  
A T T R A C T I N G  O T H E R  B U S I N E S S E S  T O  
T H E  R E G I O N

T H E R E  I S  E N T H U S I A S T I C  S U P P O R T  
F R O M  L O C A L  P E O P L E ,  C O M M U N I T I E S  
A N D  B U S I N E S S E S

C U R R E N T  S O C I O - E C O N O M I C  T R E N D S  
I N  T H E  S O U T H E R N  B O R D E R S  A R E  N O T  
E N C O U R A G I N G

N A T I O N A L  P A R K S  A R E  P R O V E N  
C O N T R I B U T O R S  T O  S U S T A I N A B L E  
E C O N O M I C  G R O W T H  I N  R U R A L  A R E A S

F E A S I B I L I T Y  S T U D Y  ( C O N T I N U E D )



  A  S C O T T I S H  B O R D E R S  N A T I O N A L  
P A R K  N E E D  N O T  B E  C O S T L Y ,  A N D  
W O U L D  S O O N  Y I E L D  A  S U B S T A N T I A L  
R E T U R N  O N  I N V E S T M E N T

T H E  N A T I O N A L  P A R K  B R A N D  
P R O V I D E S  A  V E H I C L E  F O R  N E W  A N D  
C R E A T I V E  B U S I N E S S E S ,  S E R V I C E S  
A N D  S O L U T I O N S  T O  B O R D E R S - W I D E  
C H A L L E N G E S

N A T I O N A L  P A R K S  A R E  A B O U T  A  
S H A R E D  V I S I O N  W I T H  P A R T N E R S  
W H E R E  T H E  W H O L E  I S  G R E A T E R  T H A N  
T H E  S U M  O F  I T S  P A R T S

F E A S I B I L I T Y  S T U D Y  
( C O N T I N U E D )



W H AT N E E D S  TO  H A P P E N  TO  M A K E  
I T  H A P P E N ?

• building bridges with

• Scottish Borders Council

• key stakeholders

• Scottish Government and 
Parliament



S B C  S U P P O R T ?

• All councillors kept up to date

• Support from most local 
councillors

• dialogue with leading elected 
members and senior officials

• Main Issues Report  -  
September 2018,  questions:

• Do you support the 
designation of a National 
Park within the Scottish 
Borders?

• If so, which general area do 
you think a National Park 
should cover?

Do you support the designation of a National Park within the Scottish Borders? 
If so, which general area do you think a National Par



M A I N  I S S U E S  R E P O R T  
R E S P O N S E S

• O V E R W H E L M I N G  S U P P O R T  F O R  A S C O T T I S H  B O R D E R S  
N AT I O N A L  PA R K   ( 1 0 3  E X P R E S S E D  A V I E W,  8 1 ,  I E  7 9 %  I N  
FAV O U R )

• R E A S O N S  G I V E N  C O V E R E D  A L L  O F  T H E  S TAT U T O R Y  A I M S  
O F,  A N D  C R I T E R I A F O R ,  N AT I O N A L  PA R K S  I N  S C O T L A N D

• A L L  M A I N  C O N C E R N S  O F  O B J E C T O R S  C A N  B E  
A D D R E S S E D  B Y  P R O P O S A L S  P R E V I O U S LY  M A D E  P U B L I C  
B Y  T H E  C A M PA I G N

• M A J O R I T Y  W H O  A N S W E R E D  S E C O N D  Q U E S T I O N  
FAV O U R E D  A N  A R E A B A S E D  O N  R O X B U R G H S H I R E ,  W I T H  
P O S S I B L E  E X T E N S I O N S  



“Excellent idea and one that should be wholeheartedly 
supported by all Borders based businesses”  Nick 

Bannerman, Johnstons of Elgin Global Sales Director & MD 
in Hawick

 “I really believe that a National Park in the Scottish Borders 
would provide some much-needed impetus for all sorts of 
businesses, existing and new”  Tony Hackney, Ch Exec, 

BSW Timber, largest UK combined timber & forestry 
company, with HQ in Earlston

“…the best way forward to encourage the protection of our 
unique wild places while having a real platform to promote 
the history and heritage of the Scottish Borderland” Bob 

Lawson, Curator of Ferniehurst Castle

“This is the only game in town”  
Alan Bailey, MD, Award Winning Ruberslaw Wild Woods 

Camping

“Believe in the Borders”   
Malcolm R Dickson,  Campaign Member



S C O T T I S H  G O V E R N M E N T 
A R R A N G E M E N T  W I T H       G R E E N S   “ AT  

L E A S T O N E  N E W  N AT I O N A L PA R K  B Y  
E N D   O F  T H I S   PA R L I A M E N T  ( 2 0 2 3 ) ”

S B C  A G R E E D  I N  S E P T  2 0 1 9  T H AT  I T  
W O U L D  F O R M A L LY C O N S I D E R  N P 

P R O P O S A L

S E T U P A N  O F F I C E R S  W O R K I N G  
G R O U P I N  L AT E  2 0 2 1

L I K E LY  TO  F O R M E R LY C O M M I T  O N E  
WAY O R  T H E  O T H E R  I N  N E X T  F E W  
M O N T H S



PA R L I A M E N TA R Y  
S U P P O R T

• June, 2022 - Holyrood debated the need for more NPs in 
Scotland.

• Two days before, our Campaign contacted every constituency 
MSP covering some part of the Borders and every List MSP 
for South Scotland,  providing a briefing.

• Within days of the debate 10 MSPs, from all parties and 
without prompting, declared support  for both the Scottish 
Borders proposal and the Galloway proposal.



• There are two active campaigns in Scotland:  Scottish Borders and Galloway
• Only our Campaign has commissioned a Feasibility Study which backs the proposal 
• However, the Councils of Dumfries and Galloway, East Ayrshire and South Ayrshire have already given political support, whereas SBC has 

not.

• There is a precedent in the Borders for SBC giving political support to a 
Campaign which has not yet been subject to a Feasibility Study (Campaign for 
Borders Rail) let alone a Scottish Government assessment.

• The Campaign Team believes that now is the time for that political support to 
be offered because otherwise it might seem to some, however erroneously, 
that the Scottish Borders proposal is less strong, less developed and has less 
momentum than the Galloway Campaign.


